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Minutes of Meeting No 61, Wednesday 30th Sep 2009

                                            At Old Hall Heckmondwike

Present     
                  
Les Woodcock
(Chairman)



  



Stuart Martin 





Jim Birch
  



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Maggie Rhodes 



   
Joe Lee 


        

    
Virginia Stokeley




Henry Stokeley






John Greenwood
Apologies 






Keith Baker





Paul Goulden  






Lesley Birch


(i) Minutes of Meeting of 26th August 2009 

Signed off, ok

(ii) Matters arising

Les Woodcock will contact Peter Excel again regarding a meeting in Wrexham or somewhere near.
(iii) News of Members

There are four new members this month:

Rev. Ray Dubuque of the “Liberals like Christ” organisation,

Martin Priestley an anaesthetics trainee who is related to Joseph Priestley and

Michille Jackson a respiratory practitioner whose husband is a descendent of Joseph T. Priestley. 

John Greenwood a Unitarian attended the meeting and gave a brief talk on aims and organisation of the National Unitarian Fellowship.

(iv) Publications

Keith Baker has received delivery of a further 200 copies of “Friends & Foes”. 

Keith has arranged for 2 copies to be placed in public libraries in Sheffield and will speak to Unitarians in Sheffield. On Saturday Nov 7th Keith will hold a book signing at Borders bookshop in Birstall. 

Copies of the book have now been sent to sponsors, subscribers and others who pre-ordered. If anyone who has subscribed or ordered has not received a copy please contact the Society.

Orders for the  “Friends & Foes” publication can be made by sending £12.50 plus £2.00 P&P (USA $25) to Priestley Society, 37 Brownhill Drive, Birkenshaw, Bradford, BD11 2AZ.

Copies of  “Life and Legacy” can be obtained from the Priestley Society, 6 Thistley Court, Grimethorpe, Barnsley S72 7AZ; Price £20.00 plus £4.00 P & P 

(Cheques for either book to be made payable to “Priestley Society”)

(v) Website & Newsletter Update: 

After the sad passing of Kath Conway there is now a tribute on the website. 

Anyone with any information can contribute. All contributions should be sent to Henry Stokeley at webmaster@priestleysociety.net
(vi) Meetings and Events

The success of the AGM at Mill Hill Chapel, Leeds has led to members wishing to hold further events there if suitable arrangements can be made. It was agreed to book this date, if possible, for 2010. The secretary will investigate the possibility of someone speaking on Unitarianism at the AGM.

It was agreed that although there would be no formal meeting in December 2009 members would hold a social event at the Old Hall on Wednesday 30th. Details will be announced when arrangements have been made.

(vii) Joseph Priestley House USA

No further developments have been reported.

(viii) Any other business

A photograph of a blue plaque at Thornhill Church, Dewsbury has been donated to the Priestley Society by Cynthia Church and Paul Rothery of the Dewsbury and District Photographic Society. 

Joseph Priestley, William Herschel and Henry Cavendish are cited on the plaque as friends of John Michell who was an eminent scientist and also rector at Thornhill for more than 20 years. 

Thanks are due to Paul and Cynthia for this. Members were both pleased and surprised at the discovery of the plaque, because although it is widely known that Priestley and Michell were friends no-one at the meeting knew of the recognition on a plaque at the church.

Date of next meeting

Wednesday 28th October 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Priestley Room at the Old Hall Heckmondwike.                                                          

Note if anyone wants removing from this mailing list please contact the secretary 

stuartmartin@priestleysociety.net

Company Number 5499206.                        contactus@priestleysociety.net 


